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GROUND CONTROL INTERCEPT SERVICE IN THE USSR

Krasnaya Zvez_dﬁ
Moscow, 2 Jul 1954

Not far from our ¢ommand post, the antenna

Col A, Borovykh
Twice Here, of the
Soviet Union

of a powerful radar turns. It

sends out electromagnetic vwaves for many kilometers frop the airfielq,

Reflecting Off an airplane in the air, the waveg return to earty,

into light energy, the impulses become visible on the Sereen before which an

operator sitg,

In thig manner, no aeria) target APpearing in the zope of

action of the radar, doy or night, escapes detection,

"Mrplane!" the operator reports to the senior commendep Just as soon ag

target éppears on hig screen.

a

The speed of the aeria) terget and 1ts direction of flight are immcdiately

determined, and suitable caleulations ape made.

On the bagig of these caley-

1ations, and after a thorough consideration of meteorological and air conditions N

the commangep decides to intercept the target.
vation of it, senas airplanes intg the air, ang
Pllots,

He arranges Turther ¢lose obser-
directs the actions of the

In earrying out these tasks, the fliers ang troops of the GCI (Ground
Controlleq Intercept) Service (s1luzhve Navedeniyn) are uigeq by the combut

éxperience gaineq during the Greut Patriotic War.

Guarding our eities, vi)-

lages, ang industrial and military instullationg against the ajr raids of an
enemy, we learned the art of interceptinc; and destroying enemy planes,

No matter what cunning the fascists used, whether they tried to steal wp
On our installations first at high altitudes, then at low altitudes, day or
night, or whether they used vurious formutions and came from differing direc~
tions, it mage no difference, Tor the Soviet Lliers, with the help of the
troops of the GCI Service, guessed the cneny 's plang, [ley out on intercepts,
and with accurate fire destroyed the enemy planes wely avay from the targets.

‘cepting und cttacking enemy

Planes, we must take from this €xperience thut whiel is most valuable and must

This wi
combat readinesg of fipghter aviation sti1] more,

Displaying a ceaseless econcern for the stre
bllity of our State and for the might of the gy
Party and the Soviet Bovernment equip oup air o
dar, and other materiel, ang POy constunt attent
tion of Tlight cadres, Qur fliers persistently
enemy plunes, They strive to master theiy equipi
they vill be gble to deteet quickly anu destroy

The piluts oy
geants, and
(posty vozd
technical .
of the comiug St training
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1 Uy QUb thelir duties
b

sion depends, tg a
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of recent uchievements or
11 permit us to increuse the

ngthening of the derense capa-
iet Army ang Navy, the Communist
ree with modern jet planes, ra-
ion to the truining ung educa-
study methods of conbut with
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Once, while officer Stanoga was serving as duty navigator ; he made a mis- .'-l -
take in his very rirst caleulation. Our planes were sent aloft from their air- i ROSENENE
field one minute too late, and were late arriving at the spot chosen for the >3
intercept of the aerial target. Correcting his mistake, the navigator demanded 'E¥
that the fliers increase their speed of flight. He was so carried away with '*
getting the fighters to the intercept point (rubezn vstrechi) that he made hisg N
second mistake: he stopped following the aerial target and deployed the fight- )

.
LR
R
In directing our eirplanes to the eneny, literally all the elements on ? "
which the intercept of an eerial target depends must be taken into con- e
sideration, If only one mistake occurs, the entire complicated. work of the 3
command post and the flier goes for naught. An example of this is an event B
which took plece during the Great Patriotic War. At night, a pair of Tighters :
sent up ffom an airfield located neap Us followed an zerial terget, flying al- :
most next “to it, However, we did not koow this &t our command post end the ;

commander and duty navigator sent their planes into the air to intercept the
target.

At the same time, the neighboring fighters separated from the aerial target
and two spots appeared on the radar screen. The operator wag not able.to deter- ;
mine which was the target end which was hig own planes. That was what lack of

coordination with the neighboring units ang slipshod work on the part of
directing troops led to.

Indeed, harmony in the work of the crew of the command post has invalugble
significance. Such harmony must be based on every men having an outstanding
knowledge of his specialty, on the firm military discipline of personnel, and
on the ability to display initiative at the proper time. Once, because of only
partially accurate actions, the operator lost the target. But the duty navi-
gator lnew what had to be done. He continued to track (vesti} the target for
the computed time, used o course-end-bearing indicator (pelengator) and the re-
ports of other posts, and told the operator in what sector he should look for
the target. Such harmony and mutual assistance leads, in the end, to the inter-
ception of the target.

Modern radar equipment permits the decurate directing of the fighters to !
any aerial targets. Learning to master this equipment skillfully, and to uge ‘

" it well, i5 & matter of honor for and the duty of the troops vhe perform GCY
vork and carry out their duties in combat coordination with fliers.
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